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FSF ALAR Briefing Note
1.6 — Approach Briefing

To ensure mutual understanding and effective cooperation
among flight crewmembers and air traffic control (ATC), a
thorough approach briefing should be conducted on each flight.

Care should be taken to conduct a thorough briefing regardless
of:

= How familiar the destination airport and the approach
may be; or,

* How often the crewmembers have flown together.

Statistical Data

The Flight Safety Foundation Approach-and-landing
Accident Reduction (ALAR) Task Force found that omission
of an approach briefing or the conduct of an inadequate
approach briefing were factors in the particular approach-
and-landing accidents and serious incidents worldwide in
1984 through 1997 that were attributed, in part, to omission
of action/inappropriate action. Seventy-two percent of the 76
accidents and serious incidents during the period involved
omission of action/inappropriate action.'

Briefing Techniques

The importance of bricfing techniques often is underestimated,
although effective briefings enhance crew standardization and

Crew communication,

An interactive briefing style — ¢.g., confirming the agreement
and understanding of the pilot not flying (PNF) after each phase

of the briefing — will provide a more effective briefing than
an uninterrupted recitation terminated by the final query, “Any
questions ™"

An interactive briefing fulfills two important purposes:
= To provide the pilot flying (PF) and the PNF with an
opportunity to correct cach other (e.g., confirm the
correct approach chart and confirm the correct setup of
navaids for the assigned landing runway); and,

* To sharc a common mental image of the approach.

The briefing should be structured (i.c., follow the logical
sequence of the approach and landing) and concise.

Routine and formal repetition of the same information on each
flight may become counterproductive; adapting and expanding
the briefing by highlighting the special aspects of the approach
or the actual weather conditions will result in more effective
briefings.

In short, the bricfing should attract the PNF’s attention.

Thus, the briefing should be conducted when the workload
and availability of the PNF permit an effective briefing.

Anything that may affect normal operation (e.g., system
failures, weather conditions or other particular conditions)
should be carefully evaluated and discussed.

The briefing should help the PF (giving the briefing) and the
PNF (acknowledging the briefing) to know the sequence of
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